February 28, 2003

Dear Wolford Mountain Reservoir Stakeholder:

The Colorado River Water Conservation District (River District) is evaluating the
feasibility of a small hydroelectric power project at the existing Ritschard Dam at
Wolford Mountain Reservoir near the Town of Kremmling, Colorado. The proposed
facility would be a modest project, generating enough electricity to meet the needs of
approximately 350 households in western Colorado. As someone with an interest in the
operations of the reservoir, your input is invaluable.

The River District owns and operates the dam and reservoir. The reservoir is a “multi-
purpose” water supply serving human and environmental needs. The hydroelectric
project would take advantage of the reservoir’s normal water supply operations and by-
pass flows to generate energy. The project would add generation of renewable energy to
the reservoir’s other beneficial uses.

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) regulates hydroelectric projects.
The River District must apply for and obtain a license or license exemption from FERC
before the hydroelectric project can be operated. To obtain a FERC license or license
exemption, project proponents can use either a “traditional” or an “alternative” licensing
procedure. The “traditional” procedure is a multi-step process that is mainly executed by
the FERC. The alternative procedure emphasizes early consultations between the
applicant, government agencies, and the public to identify and resolve issues. The River
District prefers the alternative procedure because it provides more opportunity to work
with interested stakeholders.

To proceed with the alternative procedure, the River District must develop a
“communications protocol” and determine if there is a consensus among stakeholders
that the alternative procedure is appropriate for this project. We invite and encourage
your participation in this “first step.”

Enclosed are three attachments to help explain the alternative procedure:

e FERC’s flowchart, Licensing/Exemption Process-Alternative Approach,
e Draft Communications Protocol, and
e Project distribution list.



The communications protocol provides guidance for maintaining communications among
the stakeholders during the process. The protocol details where project files will be kept,
how meetings will be announced, and how written and oral communications among the
stakeholders will proceed. At the end of the protocol is a simple comment/response
form. Please take the time to comment on the protocol and let us know the extent to
which you would like to be involved in the process.

We will take comments and questions at any time, but to incorporate comments into the
communications protocol, we need to receive them before March 31, 2003. You can use
the enclosed form. write a letter, or contact Jim Pearce at 970-945-8522 or
jpearce@crwed.org. If there is a consensus among respondents that the alternative
procedure is appropriate, we will seek FERCs approval to use this procedure.

Thank you for your time. We hope that you will participate with us in the proposed
project and look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,

James F. Pearce, P.E.
Project Manager

Enclosures:
Draft Communications Protocol
FERC ALP flowchart
Response Form
Distribution List




Communications Protocol
Ritschard Dam Unit Water Power Project
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission Project Number 11880-000
February 7, 2003

Introduction

The Colorado River Water Conservation District (River District) is a political subdivision
of the State of Colorado in Western Colorado. Formed by the State’s General Assembly
in 1937, the statutory mission of the River District is to protect and develop the water
resources of the Colorado River within Colorado. The River District, acting by and
through its Colorado River Water Projects Enterprise, has obtained a preliminary permit
(Proj. No. 11880-000) and is evaluating the feasibility of a small hydroelectric power
project at the existing Ritschard Dam (Wolford Mountain Reservoir) near the Town of
Kremmling, Colorado.

To construct and operate the hydroelectric project, the District must obtain a license or
license exemption from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The FERC
regulations allow the project proponent to use either the “traditional” or the “alternative
licensing procedure” (ALP) to prepare and submit a license or license exemption
application. The River District would like to use the alternative procedure to pursue
FERC authorization for the Ritschard Dam project.

To use the alternative procedure, the River District must get approval from FERC. A
consensus among stakeholders that the ALP is appropriate for the project is the
Commission’s primary consideration in granting an approval. This draft communications
protocol is the River District’s first step in soliciting input from interested stakeholders
regarding the alternative licensing procedure.

The communications protocol will provide a guideline for communications and
coordination on the proposed project during the licensing/exemption process. As
required, the protocol details where project files will be kept, how meetings will be
announced, and how written and oral communications among the stakeholders will
proceed. The intent of the communications protocol is to ensure that all project
information is conveyed to interested entities in a regular and predictable manner.

Communications Procedures

A. Public Reference Files. There will be three public reference files for this
project.

Colorado River Water Conservation District
201 Centennial Street, Suite 200
Glenwood Springs, CO 81601



Colorado River Water Conservation District
Wolford Reservoir Project Office

27219 US Highway 40

Kremmling, CO 80459

Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20426

Public Meetings. The following procedures shall be used to notify the public
of any public meetings that are held for purposes of scoping the issues to be
addressed in the draft environmental assessment for the project or to receive
comments and recommendations on terms and conditions to be included in
any license or exemption for the project:

The River District will publish notification of the meeting in the Grand
County Tribune, the Glenwood Springs Post Independent, and the Denver
Post at least two weeks prior to the meeting date,

The River District will post notification of the meeting on the internet at
http://www.crwed.org (under hydropower permitting),

The River District will serve written or email notification of the meeting to
all interested entities who request such notice, and

The Commission may, at its option, notice the meetings in the Federal
Register, at least two weeks prior to the meeting date.

Notices. The following procedures will be used to notify the public and all
interested entities of the availability of the preliminary draft environmental
assessment:

The River District will publish notification of the document’s availability
in the Grand County Tribune, the Glenwood Springs Post Independent,
and the Denver Post.

The River District will post notification on the internet at
http://www.crwed.org (under hydropower permitting),

The River District will serve written or email notification to all interested
entities who request such notice, and

The Commission will notice the document’s availability in the Federal
Register.




H.

Coordination Meetings. Meetings to coordinate the preparation of the
preliminary draft environmental assessment (PDEA) will occur on an “as
needed” basis. All persons, agencies and organizations that have indicated a
desire to participate in coordinating preparation of the PDEA will be notified
of the meeting in writing (by mail, fax or e-mail) at least 14 days prior to the
meeting. Minutes of coordination meetings will be taken and placed in the
public reference files.

Teleconference Calls. Teleconference calls to coordinate the preparation of
the preliminary draft environmental assessment will occur on an “as needed”
basis. Minutes of teleconference calls will be taken and placed in the public
reference files.

Written Communications. All written communications that are appropriate
for inclusion in the public record shall be placed in the public reference files
(e.g., comments, letters, meeting minutes, and progress reports).

Communications With FERC Staff. Prior to the River District’s submission
of a PDEA to the Commission, any participant may communicate with FERC
hydroelectric project review staff at any time regarding the proposed project
without triggering the Commission’s ex parte communication rules (18 C.F.R.
385.2201). All written communications with the Commission shall be made
part of the public record and maintained in the public reference files described
in paragraph A above. The Commission staff may use its discretion to
determine whether the substance of any oral communication it has with a
participant should be memorialized in a written summary and placed in the
public record. After the River District files its PDEA, the Commission’s ex
parte rules will apply if the proceeding becomes a “contested on-the-record
proceeding’ as defined in 18 C.F.R. 2201(c).

Six Month Progress Reports. Following the Commission’s authorization to
use the ALP process and every six months thereafter, the River District will
file a progress report with the Commission pursuant to section 4.34(i)(6)(ii) of
the Commission’s regulations (18 C.F.R. 4.34(i)(6)(i1)). The report will
summarize activities under the process. These reports will also be published
“on-line” at the River District’s hydropower permitting web page.



Comment Form

Communications Protocol

and the Alternative Licensing Procedure
Ritschard Dam Unit Water Power Project
FERC Project Number 11880-000

Please take a few minutes to complete this form and mail it back to the River District using the

enclosed self addressed and stamped envelope. Please use additional pages if you need more
space for your comments.

Name: Date:

Organization:

Phone:

Email:

Please indicate what you feel your level of interest and involvement will be in this project:
(0 =none, 5 = high)

0 1 2 3 4 5

Please provide your comments and suggestions on the draft Communications Protocol:

(over)



Name:

Organization:

Do you feel that the alternative licensing procedure is appropriate for this project?
YES NO MAYBE

If No or Maybe, please explain.

Do you have questions regarding the project? Would you like the River District to contact
you? If so, please indicate below:
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Comment Form

Communications Protocol

and the Alternative Licensing Procedure
Ritschard Dam Unit Water Power Project
FERC Project Number 11880-000

Please take a few minutes to complete this form and mail it back to the River District using the
enclosed self addressed and stamped envelop. Please use additional pages if you need more

space for your comments.

Date:

Name:

Organization:

Phone:

Email:

Please indicate what you feel your level of interest and involvement will be in this project:
(0 =none, 5 = high)

0 1 2 3 4 5

Please provide your comments and suggestions on the draft Communications Protocol:

(over)



Name:

Organization:
Do you feel that the alternative licensing procedure is appropriate for this project?

YES NO MAYBE

If No or Maybe, please explain.

Do you have questions regarding the project? Would you like the River District to contact
you? If so, please indicate below:




BACH, MARYANNE C.

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
P. 0. BOX 36900
BILLINGS, MT 59107-6900
Bus: (406) 247-7614

Bus Fax: (406) 247-7604

BARRY, HAMLET J. "CHIPS"

1600 WEST 12TH AVENUE

DENVER, CO 80204-3412

Bus: (303) 628-6000

Bus Fax: (303) 628-6509

E-mail: chips.barry@denverwater.org

Bernal, Stan

P.O. Box 116

Hot Sulphur Springs, CO 80451
Bus: (970) 725-3933

Bus Fax: (970) 725-3443

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMEMT

BRANCH OF REALTY PROGRAMS (C0-932)
ATTN: FERC WITHDRAWAL RECORDATION
2850 YOUNGFIELD STREET

LAKEWOOD, CO 80215

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

BRANCH OF LANS

ATTN: FERC WITHDRAWAL RECORDATION
7450 BOSTON BLVD.

SPRINGFIELD, VA 22153

Cazier, Stanley

P.0. Box 500

Granby, CO 80446

Bus: (970) 887-3376

Bus Fax: (970) 887-9430

E-mail: cazier_mcgowan@hotmail.com

Cecil, Marty
Elktrout Lodge

P.O. Box 614
Kremmling, CO 80459

CURRAN, LURLINE UNDERBRINK

PO BOX 264, COURTHOUSE

HOT SULPHUR SPRINGS, CO 80451
Bus: (970) 725-3347

Bus Fax: (970) 725-0565

E-mail: Icurran@co.grand.co.us

Laurie DePaolo

DeANGELIS, CAROL
U. S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
2764 COMPASS DRIVE SUITE 106
GRAND JUNCTION CO 81506

Bus: (970) 248-0600
E-mail: cdeangelis@uc.usbr.gov

Department of Agriculture, U. S.
Natural Resources Conservation Service

P.O. Box 265
Kremmling, CO 80452

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
ROOM 2340 MIB

1849 C STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, DC 20240

Dzielak, Madeline

Kremmling Field Office
P.O. Box 68
Kremmling, CO 80459

East Grand Water Quality Board

P.O. Box 3077
Winter Park, CO 80482

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY
- COMMISSION S

SAN FRANCISCO REGIONAL OFFICE
901 MARKET STREET, #901
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103-1778

General, Colorado OfﬁceofAttorney -

1525 Sherman Street
Denver, CO 80203

George, Russell

6060 BROADWAY

DENVER, CO 80216

Bus: (303) 291-7208

Bus Fax: (303) 294-0874

E-mail: russell.george@state.co.us

2/20/2003



GROSS, LINDA

KREMMLING FIELD OFFICE

PO BOX 68

KREMMLING CO 80459

Bus: (970) 724-3437

Bus Fax: (970) 724-9590
E-mail: linda_gross@co.bim.gov

Hal D. Simpson, State Engineer

Colorado Division of Water Resources
1313 SHERMAN STREET ROOM 818
DENVER, CO 80203

Bus: 303/866-3581

Bus Fax: 303/866-3589

E-mail: hal.simpson@state.co.us

Hale, Tom

Town of Granby

P.0. Box 440

Granby, CO 80446

Bus: (970) 887-2501
Bus Fax: (970) 887-9347

Hargadine, Dave

P.O. Box 1147
Kremmling, CO 80459

HOLSINGER, KENT H.

COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
1313 SHERMAN STREET, ROOM 715

DENVER, CO 80203

Bus: (303) 866-3311

Mobile: (303) 570-5970

Bus Fax: (303) 866-2115

E-mail: kent.holsinger@state.co.us

HORAK, WILLIAM

MAIL STOP 415, USGS

BOX 25046, DFC, BLDG. 53
LAKEWOOD, CO 80225

Bus: (303) 236-4882 ext. 252
Bus Fax: (303) 236-4912
E-mail: wfhorak@usgs.gov

3Jim Cervenka, Town Manager

Town of Grand Lake

P.O. Box 6

Grand Lake, CO 80447
Bus: (970) 627-3435
Bus Fax: (970) 627-9290

Laurie DePaolo

Johnson, Sheriff Rodney
P.O Box 48

Hot Sulphur Springs, CO 80451
Bus: (970) 725-3343

Karen Wade

Director, Intermountain Region
National Park Service
P.O. Box 25287

Denver, CO 80225-0287

Kirkpatrick, Barry
Cutthroat Anglers, LLC

P.O. Box 2540
Silverthorne, CO 80498

Laurie A Matthews

Colorado Division of Parks & Outdoor Recreanon
1313 Sherman Street, Room 618

Denver, CO 80203

Bus: (303) 866-3437

Bus Fax: (303) 866-3206

LAW, DANIEL L.

COLORADO WATER & POWER AUTHORITY
Bus: (303) 830-1550

Bus Fax: (303) 832-8205

E-mail: dlaw@cwrpda.com

LIEWIER, JIM
PO Box 1299

Kremmling, CO 80459
Bus: (970) 724-9790

MARTELLARO, ALAN
DIVISION 5 ENGINEER

DIVISION OF WATER RESOURCES
P O BOX 396

GLENWOOD SPRINGS, CO 81602
Bus: (970) 945-5665 ext 14

Bus Fax: (970} 945-8741

E-mail: alan.martellaro@state.co.us
E-mail 2: Nancy Hitchcock

National Wildlife Federation

2260 Baseline Road
Boulder, CO 80302

2/20/2003



McKEE, WILLIAM

WQCD-0A-B2

4300 CHERRY CREEK DRIVE SOUTH
DENVER, CO 80246-1530

Bus: (303) 692-3583

Bus Fax: (303) 782-0390

E-mail: Dbill.mckee@state.co.us

MORGAN, ANN

2850 YOUNGFIELD STREET
LAKEWOQD, CO 80215
Bus: (303) 239-3700

Bus Fax: (303) 239-3933

MORGENWECK, RALPH O.
US FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

REGION 6

P.O. BOX 25486 (DFC)

DENVER, CO 80225

Bus: (303) 236-7920
Bus Fax: (303) 236-8295

CO RIVER RECOVERY PROGRAM
U. S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE
44 UNION BLVD., SUITE 120
LAKEWOOD, CO 80228

Bus: (303) 236-2985 ext 268
Bus Fax: (303) 236-5262
E-mail: robert_muth@fws.gov

Nickum, David
Trout Unlimited

1966 13th Street, Suite LL60
Boulder, CO 80302

Bus: (303) 440-2937 x12
Bus Fax: (303) 440-7933
E-mail: DNickum@TU.org

O'NEILL, GREGORY B.
LAKEWOOD SUBDISTRICT

U. S. GEOLOGICAL SERVICE

Denver CO 80225

Bus: +1 (303) 236 9404

E-mail: gboneill@usgs.gov

P.0. Box 254
Hot Sulphur Springs, CO 80451

Laurie DePaolo

PERSON, BRIAN

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION
11056 W. COUNTY ROAD 18 E
LOVELAND, CO 80537

Bus: (970) 962-4300

Bus Fax: (970) 663-3212
E-mail: bperson@gp.usbr.gov

PFIFER, MARK

WATER QUALITY CONTROL COMMISSION
4300 CHERRY CREEK DRIVE SOUTH
WQCD-DO-B2

DENVER, CO 80222-1530

Bus: (303) 692-3508

Bus Fax: (303) 782-0390

PFISTER, ALLAN
U. S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE, CRFP
764 HORIZON DRIVE BUILDING B
GRAND JUNCTION CO 81506

Bus: +1 (970) 243-2778

Rave, Beverly
PO Box 1094

Craig, CO 81625
Bus: (970) 824-2850

RISING, LYLE

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
755 PARFET STREET, SUITE 151
LAKEWOOD, CO 80215

Bus: (303) 231-5353 ext. 444

Rod Kuharich

Colorado Water Conservation Board
1313 Sherman Street, Room 721
Denver, CO 80203

Bus: (303) 866-2562

Bus Fax: (303) 866-4474
E-mail: rod.kuharich@state.co.us

Rogers, Roger. E.
Region 8

999 18th Street, Suite 300RA
Denver, CO 80202

RUITER, DAVE
EPA REGION 8

999 18TH STREET
DENVER, CO 80202

Bus: (303) 312-6794
Bus Fax: (303) 312-6071

2/20/2003



SALETTA, PHILIP C.

COLORADO SPRINGS UTILITIES
P. 0. BOX 1103, MAIL CODE 1321
COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 80947
Bus: (719) 668-8713

E-mail: psaletta@csu.org

Schulz, Teri
The Nature Conservancy

2424 Spruce Street
Boulder, CO 80302

Senti, Andy
Bureau of Land Management

2850 YOUNGFIELD STREET
LAKEWOOD, CO 80215-7093

Sierra Club-Rocky Mountain
1410 Grant Street, #8205
Denver, CO 80203

SMITH, GEORGE
U. S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

P O BOX 25486 DFC

DENVER, CO 80225

Bus: +1 (303) 236 5322 ext 235
Mobile: +1 303 888 9982

Bus Fax: (303) 236-4224

E-mail: george_smith@fws.gov

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
SOUTHWESTERN OFFICE

1114 COMMERCE STREET
DALLAS, TX 75242-0216

San Francisco District
333 Market St., Floor 8
San Francisco, CA 94105

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs
Southwest Region

U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs

P.0O. Box 26567

Albuquerque, NM 87125-6567

VANWORMER, DON
CITY OF KREMMLING
200 EAGLE AVENUE

BOX 538
KREMMLING, CO 80459

Laurie DePaolo

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Wilkinson, Eric

Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District
P.0. Box 679

Loveland, CO 80537

E-mail: ewilkinson@ncwcd.org

2/20/2003



